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THAMES VALLEY POLICE  APPENDIX LIC-3 

Division/Station : Reading Police Station Licensing Dept 

 From : C2107 Declan Smyth                                           To : Reading Borough Council 
     

 Ref : Tea Party Festival Limited, Thameside Promenade, Caversham, Reading RG1 8DP 
                    Date : 12th February 2019  

Objection to premises application 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
I C2107 Declan Smyth on behalf of the Chief Officer of Thames Valley Police wish to 
formally object to the proposed application for a premises licence submitted in 
relation to Tea Party Festival Limited, Thameside Promenade, Caversham, Reading 
RG1 8DP. 
 
Thames Valley Police objection to this application is made as we believe that in its 
current format this application fails to promote the licensing objectives of the 
prevention of crime and disorder, public nuisance and public safety. 
 
Thames Valley Police recognise that the applicant has submitted an Event Safety 
management Plan. This document states under the heading Event Security Staff 
that “Main Event Security will provide a proportionate security response with 
the ability to scale up and down, the visibility and tactics dependent on the 
threat assessment at the time”. 
Thames Valley Police finds that the document submitted as the Event Safety 
Management Plan is vague and lacking in sufficient detail so as to allow us to 
consider if the applicant and his security provider are in a position to be proactive 
and preventative. We would expect that the applicant submit information detailing, 
with certainty, what policies, security plans and security numbers would be in place 
for an event of this scale. Currently we can only assume that this has been 
generically provided from previous events. The risk assessment for 2017 is provided 
as appendices TVP1 
 
Paragraph 7.11 of the Reading Borough Council Statement Of Licensing Policy 
states: - “Premises that are planning to put on events that involve regulated 
entertainment may be required to provide the authority with a detailed event 
management plan of that event which may include a detailed noise risk 
assessment. 
 
Thames Valley Police do not believe that the application has considered a suitable 
dispersal/ wind down period as the proposed time for the cessation of licensable 
activities and the sale of alcohol is identical to the proposed hours the premises is 
open to the public i.e. 2200 for all licensable actives.  
 
The Reading Borough Council Statement Of Licensing Policy states:-  
7.14 Premises that provide licensable activity that may undermine the promotion of 
the four licensing objectives; cause disturbance to residents or in any way 
exacerbate issues of anti-social behaviour and crime and disorder, are expected to 
adopt, implement and maintain a robust dispersal policy. Licensed premises in 
residential areas or within the Council’s Cumulative Impact Area are also expected to 
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outline measures such as a suitable wind down time where licensable activities will 
come to a gradual conclusion before closing time to allow for a gradual and orderly 
dispersal from the premises and area. It is expected that all staff will be aware of any 
dispersal policy and wind down times so as to ensure that customers actively leave 
the premises and area within permitted hours and with the minimum of disturbance 
to local residents. 
7.15 In the case of nightclubs, dance venues and similar premises, it is expected 
that licence holders and designated premises supervisors instigate and operate a 
wind down time starting at least thirty minutes before closing time. During this time, 
the pace, volume and type of music played should be slowed down and reduced to 
background levels. The sale of alcohol should also cease and staff should be 
available to assist in the gradual dispersal of patrons from the premises and the 
immediate area. It is expected that door supervisors should also assist with the 
gradual dispersal of patrons from the premises and the area and direct people to 
public transport if appropriate”. 
 
Thames Valley Police in the past have had dealings with the applicant in regard to 
running events in the Reading area. 

1. Biscuit Tin, Station Hill, Reading RG1 1NB.  
The events at this premises became a major concern over the summer period. The 
showing of the World cup games on the large screens became a major drain on 
policing resources, we believe that the security levels were not at a level that helped 
prevent crime and disorder. 
The applicant also used the premises to run a Raver Tots event, where a member of 
staff was identified as a sex offender.  
Thames Valley police are of the opinion that the applicant has shown themselves to 
be reasonably good in terms of their reaction to issues after they have occurred and 
shown a willingness to rectify problems; however they have been poor pre-emptively. 
We are now in a position questioning if the applicant is suitable to run a large event 
of this nature in the Reading area.  
 
In The Event Management Plan under the heading The Prevention Of Crime & 
Disorder 2.2 it states “All issues arising outside the licensing premise will be the 
responsibility of the local police service and measures will be taken to minimise 
the impact through a full consultation process with the local policing area”. 
The applicant has failed to mention the actual measures that will be put in place and 
again the applicant has failed to provive us with a detailed plan on what their 
expectation would be on policing for the event/day,  because of this we are unable to 
confirm if the Security is proportionate for the event.  
 
The Reading Borough Council Licensing Policy states: -  
8.2 Applicants must be clear in their operating schedules about the activities and 
times at which the events would take place to help determine when it is not 
appropriate for children to enter the premises. Consideration should also be given 
to the proximity of premises to schools and youth clubs so that applicants 
take appropriate steps to ensure that advertising relating to their premises, or 
relating to events at their premises, is not displayed at a time when children 
are likely to be near the premises. 
8.3 The Authority will expect applicants, when preparing an operating schedule or 
club operating schedule, to set out the steps to be taken to protect children from 
harm when on the premises. The Authority will also expect any licence holder who 
wishes to hold events for children to provide it and Thames Valley Police with a 
detailed risk assessment of that event including how the event will be managed, 
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staffing levels for the event and how any child will be prevented from being exposed 
to any harm. 
 
In Conclusion Thames Valley Police strongly feel that this application in its current 
format and without further scrutiny is likely to undermine the licensing objectives. 
 
Case law within the East Lindsey District Council v Abu Hanif establishes:- 
 
“Importantly the prevention of crime and disorder requires a prospective 
consideration of what is warranted in the public interest, having regard to the twin 
considerations of the prevention and deterrence”  
 
Therefor in this situation we would state our opinion that the licensing objectives are 
prospective and can be preventative and would urge the Licensing Sub-Committee 
to refuse this application for a premises licence in order to prevent the licensing 
objectives from being undermined. 
 
Finally as mentioned earlier within our submission we have a concern regarding the 
proposed hours that the premises is open to the public in that it does not provide for 
a suitable and safe wind down/dispersal period. 
Thames Valley Police would expect that all regulated entertainment and licensable 
activity should cease at 2100 hours in order that a 60 minute dispersal period can be 
adhered to. 
 
 
 
Appendices 
 
TVP1 – Event Safety Management Plan 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




























